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152 Thomas Kol/amparampil 

Sodom, whose grapes are bitter' (Deut 32:32). The good man brings 
out good treasures from his heart (Dem XIV, 48). 

Biblical episodes depict how pride and pomp pulled down many 
from their nobility to humiliation. Adam due to his pride and arrogance 
with disobedience went out of the divine plan and reverted to dust 
and became food for the serpent (Gen 3:14; Dem XIV, 10). Adarnic 

,generations are still food for the serpent and are subjected to the evil 
one in many modem versions of the present society. Still God is 
providing victories to his faithful men and women in all generations. 
The serpent that deceived Adam is still in the world for misleading 
people in different ways. The poison of the serpent is active in many 
modem versions (cf. Dem XIV, 12-13). Strife and jealousy with 
iniquity are the basic patterns with their varied versions that destroy 
peace and harmony. It was covetousness that made Adam fall as 
the whole Paradise was not enough for his ·covetousness. Following 
Adam other generations were also falling to covetousness (Dem 
XIV, 22-24). 

Through the sages and prophets God was calling all to repentance 
as Zechariah advises, "return to me and I will return to you" (Zech 
1 :3). The Lord looks into the state of the heart of the people and 
selects his servants. The mind of the Lord can be attained only by 
the one whose healt's door is open. To such people knowledge and 

, intelligence as well as the roots of wisdom are perceivable (Dem 
XIV, 35). Many scriptural instructions and advices in symbols and 
images are gathered together by Aphrahat, such as, robe of glory, 
vineyard, tower, ladder, herald, grain of seed, and the like, for a 
righteous, faithful and fiuitfullife as a good disciple of Christ on the 
way of the Lord (Dem XIV,38). 

5. Salvific Divine Teaching and Salvific Actions (of 
God and Humans) 

For Aphrahat the goal of the study of scripture is to embody it in 
the world, in the life of a Christian, in the form of incarnating the 
Word in life situations, Accordingly for a fruitful biblical intelpretation 
and assimilation the total person needs to be involved, both inner and 
outer, in community and in personal levels before God. That is the 
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376 John Vattankl 

breathed into Adam his soul (is the soul therefore the breath of 
God?), and invested him with glory (swbh). The 'glory' of the 
Robe may have something to do with the charisma of God's 
presence, the Hebrew notion of Kabod ha-shem, the 'glory of 
God' which Ezekiel beheld ... In any event, Adam was in every 
respect the 'image of God' and it is this original image relation 
that Christ restored. The vaunted 'Robe of Glory' invisible to 
the naked eye may be restored through baptism. Ephrem reminds 
us in the opening verse of Hymns on Paradise that Paradise itself 
is invisible to the mortal eye. Thus in scripture, Paradise is 
described in visibilities, praised for invisibilities."l2 

Ephrem's thought in relation to Sarp.kara's 

When we want to relate Ephrem's theology with Sarpkara's 
thought it is necessary first of all to discuss what Sarpkara's real 
doctrine is. There is an interpretation, both in early and modem 
times according to which Sarpkara's thought is presented as a 
form of acosmism. Brahman (the Absolute) is the only reality 
and the world is an illusion (brahma sat yam, jagad mithya) is 
an ancient statement which is supposed to summarize Sarpkara's 
thought, but in fact it is a caricature of his philosophy. And in 
modern times Radhakrishnan was much influenced by this 
approach to Sarpkara's thought when he approves both apparent 
transformation (vivartavada) and illusionism (mayavada). 

Sarpkara himself carefully avoided the term, apparent 
transformation (vivarta) as it belonged to the sabdadvaita 
tradition of bhedabheda with which he disagreed strongly. His 
preferred term was transformation (paril)ama) which he took 
from the upani~adic texts upon which he commented. At the 
same time he excluded carefully all connotations the word had 
in the classical philosophical system of Samkhya holding 
irrevocably to the unchangeability of Brahman. The term 
apparent transformation (vivarta) was later introduced into 
Sarpkara Vedanta as a technical term by Padmapada in the 
meaning of illusionism. Prakasatman avoided this term and 

12 Buck, op. cit. p. 273. 
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